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 There is often an absoluteness and lack of ambiguity in 

Jesus’ words and actions. You could even speak in terms of a 

“ruthlessness” in His words. In the same vein, this evening’s 

(morning’s) gospel is an example of Our Blessed Lord using 

daring images for the reign of God. It’s a story that does not 

sound at all pious. Prodigal Son: pious story. Good Samaritan: 

pious story. But not this story. No, this is a story of a crime. It’s 

the story of a crime covering up a crime. It took place in the 

Palestine of Jesus’ time where the fertile land in the valleys 

belonged to the “state” or a very few rich owners of large 

estates. And most of these rich owners didn’t even live there. 

They lived elsewhere, and had managers take care of their 

property. 

 This parable hit close to home in my last parish at St. 

Benedict. I was sent there 11 years ago to clean up a six-figure 

embezzlement. The people at St. Benedict felt very violated 

and morale was low, low, low. In similar manner, the manager 

in today’s parable embezzled the goods entrusted to him. He 

managed the money right into his own pocket. The owner 

apparently had no way of inspecting the books. But then, one 
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day, someone fingered the manager – who? The story doesn’t 

say. The manager was then given a date by which he must lay 

all the accounts on the table.  

 He knew he could not hide his embezzlement,  

 He knew he’d lose his job,  

 and he knew no one would hire him. 

So he commits another crime, more risky than the first. He 

called in his master’s debtors one at a time, so there would be 

no witnesses, and had them rewrite their own bills in their own 

favor and against the interests of his employer, so when he’s 

fired, he could fall back on the debtors to whom he cut a break. 

And these rewrites were in no small measure. A hundred 

measures of olive oil is the yield from about 150 olive trees. 

And the quantity of wheat is similarly high. We’re talking major 

cheating here. 

 So how does the story end? We might ask instead how it 

would end today. Today it would end on a high moral note. For 

example, the second embezzlement was also discovered, the 

crook loses everything and goes to prison. The moral of the 

story: Crime does not pay! 

 Or it could be given a social justice touch, criticizing the 

unscrupulous nature of the exploitative landowner, described 
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the behavior of the manager and the indebted tenants as a 

necessary defense, and so made a story of social heroes out 

of the crime story; again the story would end on a high moral 

note. 

 But what is so baffling is that Our Blessed Lord’s story 

does not end morally at all. Why? Because the story was not 

aimed at moral teaching. Rather, the story of the swindler is 

about something else entirely. 

 It ends with the master, who is Jesus, praising the criminal 

manager, not for his crime, but for his determination and his 

initiative. In his own mind, the manager acted very consistently: 

 He had no illusions, 

 He considered his opportunities quite soberly, 

 He used his mind, 

 He used his imagination,  

 calculated everything,  

 and proceeded quickly and as efficiently as possible. 

 And that is exactly what Jesus wants to tell His listeners. 

This is how we must act to spread the reign of God. We need 

to: 

 engage our minds,  

 our imagination,  



4 
 

 our creativity,  

 our whole existence.  

We need to be “all in,” so the best explanation is given at the 

end of the gospel. You cannot serve both God and money. 

 That is, those who want to spread the kingdom of God can 

only have God as their master. When it comes to serving God, 

they are “all in.” If they have other masters besides God: 

 they are divided,  

 pulled here and there,  

 they have no drive,  

 they do not really engage,  

 they risk nothing,  

 they do things only halfway.  

Their lives lack all the inner strength and all the brilliance of 

those who are “all in” for God. 

 A few years ago, I attended a stewardship conference in 

Chicago and was so impressed with how much I learned, that 

it’s on the docket for next year for some of our staff and I to 

attend another one, to learn some great ideas and “how to’s” to 

evangelize and to be good stewards. You have seen the  

branding and marketing initiatives taken by our minister of 

evangelization and marketing, to evangelize what a great 
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parish St. May of the Lakes is, to gather back the 70% who 

have fallen away from the Church, to perhaps, help them re-

prioritize what’s important: God first, to be “all in.”  

The spirituality of good stewardship follows four premises, 

which I prefer to phrase as questions: 

 Do I receive God’s gifts gratefully? 

 Do I nurture God’s gifts responsibly? 

 Do I share God’s gifts generously? 

 Do I return God’s gifts to Him with increase? 

 The swindler did nothing half way. He was all in: risked 

everything and invested everything. For that, and only for that, 

Jesus admired him and said: if only my disciples, on their own 

terms, would act as sensibly and intentionally as this manager! 

If they: 

 received my gifts gratefully,  

 nurtured my gifts responsibly,  

 shared my gifts generously  

 and returned my gifts to Me with increase 

they would be acting as sensibly and intentionally as this 

manager, and they would be good stewards. And at the end of 

the day, they would hear Me say, “Well done, good and faithful 
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steward. (You were “all in.”) Come and share My Master’s joy!” 

MT 25:23 


